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the local area around our school
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I’m Bob, the French mascot!

Make yourself comfortable 
and follow me!
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From Vigy to Metz: a rich natural and historical 
heritage
Vigy is located in the north-east of France,  at 
about 15 kilometers from Metz, in a region 
called “Lorraine”.
Surrounded by a beautiful forest, the village 
has a rich natural and historical heritage.
People who live in Vigy are called “the Torlas”. 

The village appeared in the Gallo-Roman 
period and belonged to the abbey 
Saint-Arnould for a long time, until the French 
Revolution. 

Here are the 
heraldry of Vigy 

(above) and 
Metz (below).



La chapelle Notre Dame de Rabas
The Chapel was founded by Emperor 
Charlemagne in the 9th century and was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary in the 15th 
century. 

That is the oldest place of pilgrimage in the 
region. 

Located in a green 
setting, it’s a great 

place for a meditation 
time.



Le chêne des moines
This 300-year-old oak is named in memory of 
the monks who lived until the Revolution in 
the abbey of Villers-Bettnach that was created 
in the 12th century by the Citeaux order.

These monks lived off the forest products.

The oak is 37 meters high and has a 5-meter- 
circumference trunk.

I’m 12 inches 
tall…

hum hum



La source Charlemagne
The legend tells that Charlemagne, who was 
hunting in St Hubert's woods, made a source 
spring under the clog of his horse.

Charlemagne became King of the Franks in 
768, King of the Lombards in 774 and of the 
Holy Roman Empire in 800. He founded the 
Carolingian Empire.

Charlemagne 
encouraged the 
development of  
schools ruled by 

monks who were in 
charge of educating 

poor and rich 
children.



Centre Pompidou-Metz
The “Centre Pompidou-Metz” is the first 
decentralized branch of a museum in France 
(Centre Pompidou in Paris).

Designed by the French man Jean De Gastines 
and the Japanese man Shigeru Ban, the 
building is a genuine work of contemporary 
art.

The roof structure has a surface area of 8000 
square metres and is entirely made of wood. 
The building has three exhibition galleries 
organized around a 77-meter high central 
arrow, which is a veiled reference to the year 
1977, the opening date of the Centre 
Pompidou in Paris.

The roof has 
the shape of 

a chinese 
hat



La gare de Metz 
Le quartier impérial

The station, a project from the architect 
Jurgen Krôger from Berlin, is 
neo-romanesque. It was built for the 
transport of goods and civilians but was also 
used strategically in order to move as many 
soldiers as possible in the shortest time. 

This prodigious building (1905-1908) is 300m 
long and has apartments and the reception 
pavilion of the Emperor, galleries and service 
areas.

The imperial neighbourhood, almost entirely 
built by the Germans, is subject to an 
application to the heritage of UNESCO.

When waiting 
for the train, 
you can play 

or listen to the 
piano music.



La tour Camoufle
The Camoufle tower is a remnant of the  
fortifications which surrounded the city in the 
15th century. 

At the same time, the name of “Camoufle” 
was given to the tower in reference to Jacob 
de Castel (nicknamed “Camoufle”), a famous 
bomber who was known for his shooting 
precision. 

Unfortunately, his success brought upon him 
some malicious allegations : he would have 
made a pact with the devil.

If you come to 
visit Lorraine, 

don’t forget your 
umbrella.
 It can be 
useful! :)



Saint Pierre aux Nonnains
Built in the 4th century, St Pierre aux 
Nonnains Church is one of the oldest 
buildings in Metz.

Some believe it was originally a basilica used 
as a place for public gatherings, while others 
think it may have been a palestra, a place for 
exercise, within the bath complex. Now, it’s 

a cultural 
center.



La Chapelle des Templiers
Erected in the late 12th century, the 
commandery of the Knight Templars in Metz 
was one of the first built in the Holy Roman 
Empire.

Only the octogonal-based chapel survived the 
demolition work undertaken as part of the 
construction of the citadel in the 16th century, 
when it was placed under military control.

The Chapel can only be 
visited in summer, you 
can see magnificent 

frescoes of the painter 
Schwarting de Hanovre



L’Arsenal
Built in Jaumont stone in the 19th century, by an 
order of Napoleon III, the “arsenal Ney” was used 
by the army for the storage of weapons.

After the battle of Metz in 1944, the building was 
closed down and was renovated in 1978 to create 
a concert hall.

You can find four 
canons and forty 

cannonballs at the 
entry of the arsenal to 

recall the origins of 
the building.



Le Palais du gouverneur
Built from 1902 till 1905, it was a residence of 
the emperor Guillaume II.

Then, French or German military leaders have 
occupied this building according to the wars 
and several annexions of the mosellan 
territory to Germany.

Actually, the “Governor’s palace” didn’t lost its 
first vocation and hosts the Northeast military 
governor.

I should have 
been 

governor 
rather than a 

mascot...



La maison des Lombards
Le cloître des Récollets
The House of the Lombards is named after 
many moneychangers and bankers who 
worked in Metz. 
The former Récollets convent was established 
in 1603 of the site an earlier Cordeliers 
convent, which built a church here. Falling 
into ruin, it was demolished in 1804. 
The beautiful cloister dates from the early 
14thcentury. After the French Revolution, the 
convent was used as a charity office and then 
an orphanage. The adjoining water tower is 
now home to the municipal archives. 

Actually, you can 
find a little garden 

with medicinal 
plants



La cathédrale Saint-Etienne
Built in Jaumont stone between 1220 and 
1520, Saint-Etienne cathedral is a masterpiece 
of the Gothic style. 
Its 40-metre-high nave and 6,500 square 
metres of stained-glass windows (including 
some by the artist Chagall) earned the 
nickname of « God's Lantern » in the 19th 

century. 
The medieval religious building with the 
largest expanse of stained glass i the world, 
the cathedral features works from the 13thto 
20th centuries. 
The building was extensively restored during 
the period of German control (1870-1918).

Marc Chagall 
was a famous 
franco-russian 

painter who 
lived in France 

in the 20th 
century.



Que manger à Metz?
Le Paris-Metz!
Created by the pastry Chef 

Fresson
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Fresh 
raspberries

Arlequin (a 
candy) cream

Three-colored 
biscuit 

(macaron)



See you soon 
in Metz and 

Vigy!


